
New Life Now
ave you ever won dered what life is all about? 
Where did you come from? 
Why are you here? 
Where are you go ing? 

What is your pur pose in life? 
Have you felt life was many times bor ing, empty. 
lonely  like there was some thing miss ing? 

God, who cre ated you, has a won der ful plan of com -
plete ful fil lment of Life. “I came that they might have
life, and might have it abun dantly.”  (John 10:10) 

I. GOD’S PROVISION 

“And the wit ness is this that God has given us
eter nal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the
Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God
does not have the life.”  (I John 5:11,12)

God loves you and the whole hu man race and has
pro vided for us eter nal life. This is the wit ness: God has
given us eter nal life. This life is in His Son. Note: Eter nal
life is in a per son, not in Going to church. 
  Be ing re li gious
    Doing church work 
      Say ing one’s prayers 
        Liv ing by the Golden Rule
          Doing the best you can.

He who has the Son has life, God’s Word has now
told us. God gave eter nal life in a Per son, Je sus, His Son.
And the only way to have eter nal life is to have Him.
Eter nal life can be a per sonal pos ses sion now when we
have Christ, who is eter nal life. It is not Christ near, or
around you, but in you.

II. THE SIN BARRIER 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.”  (Rom. 3:23) 

Sin is re bel lion against God, known or un known, and 
also re veals it self in acts and deeds. I Cor. 6:9-10 is de -
scrip tive of this con di tion:

“Do you not know the un righ teous shall not in -
herit the King dom of God? Do not be de ceived; nei -
ther for ni ca tors, nor idol a ters, nor adul ter ers, nor
ef fem i nate, nor ho mo sex u als, nor thieves, nor cov et -
ous, nor drunk ards, nor re vil ers, nor swin dlers, shall
in herit the king dom of God.”   “For the wages of sin is
death.”  (Rom, 6:21)

This death is spir i tual death, dead in tres passes and
sins, which means sep a ra tion from God. (Eph 2:1) 

GOD’S LOVE. For while we were still help less, at
the right time Christ died for the un godly. But God
dem on strates His own love to ward us, in that while
we were yet sin ners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:6,8. 

REPENTANCE. Un less you re pent, you will all
like wise per ish. Luke 13:3. God has only one rem edy for 
sin, and that is re pen tance. Re pen tance means to turn
from the ways of sin, to con fess and for sake sin. Past sins
can not just be over looked or for got ten. All known sins,
past and pres ent must be con fessed to Christ if one is to
be for given. He that cov ers his sins shall not pros per;
“But he that con fesses and for sakes them shall ob tain
mercy.” (Prov. 28: 13)

HOW TO REPENT. At this point it is very help ful
to pray a prayer some thing like this:  Lord Je sus, re veal to 
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me right now all the sins you
want me to con fess to you.
This should be fol lowed by a 
con fes sion to Christ of all the 
sins that are brought to mind.

“I ac knowl edged my
sin unto thee and mine in -
iq uity have I not hid. I said
I will con fess my trans gres -
sion unto the Lord and
thou for gives the in iq uity
of my sin.” (Ps. 32:5) “If we
con fess our sins. He is
faith ful and righ teous to
for give us our sins and to
cleanse us from all un righ -
teous ness.” (I John 1:9)

III. CHRIST MUST BE
RECEIVED BY FAITH

“But as many as re -
ceived Him, to them He
gave the right to be come
chil dren of God, even to
those who be lieve in His
name: who were born not
of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.”  (John
1:12-13)

Christ, who is Eter nal
life, must be re ceived be fore
He is pos sessed. Be lieving in 
Christ must be re ceiv ing. A
be liev ing which is only
historica1 or men tal is dead
faith. A be liev ing which re -
ceives is a Liv ing faith.  Re -
ceiving Christ then be comes
a def i nite per sonal act. 

BY PERSONAL
SURRENDER  Our body
has been lik ened to a tem ple
or house. Je sus says, “Be -
hold I stand at the door
and knock; if any one
hears My voice and opens
the door. I will come in to
him, and will dine with
him, and he with Me.”
(Rev. 3:20)  As we do in in -
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vit ing a friend into our home, Christ must be told He can
have com plete pos ses sion of our heart and life, by a sur -
ren der to Him. He then co mes into our lives and in dwells
us through the Holy Spirit. 

BY WORD OF MOUTH.  “If you con fess with
your mouth Je sus as Lord, and be lieve in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be
saved, for with the heart man be lieves, re sult ing in
righ teous ness, and with the mouth he con fesses, re -
sult ing in sal va tion. For who ever will call upon the
name of the Lord will be saved.”  (Rom 10: 9,10,13)

To re ceive Christ and His for give ness right now, the
fol low ing prayer can be used: Lord Je sus, I come to you,
a lost sin ner. I con fess that I can not save my self, but I be -
lieve you are the liv ing Sav ior who can save me. Come
into my heart right now. Cleanse me from all my sins, and 
save me. I sur ren der my heart and life to you. I want to
live for you, and I re ceive you as my Sav ior and Lord.
Now give me the as sur ance of the Holy Spirit that I be -
long to you. Amen. 

IV. HOW TO BELIEVE 

Ev ery Scrip ture verse that per tains to sal va tion has in 
it a con di tion and a prom ise. We must meet the con di tion
by the act of ful fill ing what it re quires of us. Then God
ful fills his part by giv ing what He has prom ised. This, in
re al ity, is the same as Christ tell ing it to us. Hav ing met
all con di tions in pre ced ing verses by the act of do ing it,
my ex pe ri ence should be:I have con fessed in true re pen -
tance all known sin.

God’s Word says I am for given. 
I have re ceived Je sus into my heart. God’s Word says He
gives me the right to be a child of God. 

I have sur ren dered my heart to Christ by in vit ing him in.
He said He would come in. 

I have eter nal life be cause I have the Son.
I am saved be cause I have con fessed Him with my mouth
as my only Sav ior. God’s Word says if I con fess Him as
Lord with my mouth, I am saved.

A DAILY PRAYER. Thank you Je sus, for sav ing
me. Thank you for com ing into my heart and life. Now
live in me to day, and with the power of the Holy Spirit
make me what you want me to be. Amen 

HOW TO LIVE A SUCCESSFUL
CHRISTIAN LIFE 

Daily read God’s Word for spir i tual nour ish ment.
Be gin with I John, or the Gos pel of John.

Be hon est with sin. Do not com pro mise. If you sin,
con fess it im me di ately and ask Christ to give you power
not to do it again.

 Trust in the power of the Holy Spirit to guide and

con trol your life. 
Share Christ with oth ers through per sonal wit ness. 
       Evan ge list Nels Pedersen
       Lu theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment

COLPORTAGE PRESS 
2101 Chicago Ave So.  Minneapolis MN, 55404

Tract No 560

Shock – Proof Chris tians 

Mod ern man, like the mod ern watch, has de vel oped
a shock-proof re ac tion to the im pact of life!  Sur rounded
and bom barded by evil many peo ple grad u ally lose their
sen si tiv ity to sin.  

In or der to be so cially ac cept able, even Chris tians
learn to “get along,” to re main si lent to stay out of trou -
ble.  So, the big lie goes un chal lenged.  The dirty joke is
tol er ated!  Por no graphic lit er a ture — both the clas si cal
and the barn yard va ri ety — gains en dorse ment.  Low lan -
guage be comes pop u lar in high places.  Im mo ral ity grad -
u ates from se cret prac tice to pub lic-life style.   

The ma jor ity of Chris tians avoid evil but do not op -
pose it!  Most Chris tians love the good but do not fight
for it!  The church mil i tant of ten ap pears to be the church
muz zled!  The Chris tian-life is of ten pre sented as a ref -
uge for the weak rather than an army for the strong.  

In his re sponse to the world, the Chris tian has three
options: 1. To con form to it; 2. To flee from it; or 3. To
stand against it in judg ment and love.  

To con form to the world is spir i tual sui cide.  The
worldly spirit is the self-de clared en emy of GRACE! 
The wine of world li ness is not a valid sub sti tute for the
milk of spir i tu al ity! 

 To flee from the world is to ig nore the Chris tian ob li -
ga tion of mak ing new dis ci ples!  JESUS la beled Chris -
tians as “the salt of the earth.” To ef fec tively “salt the
earth.” The Chris tian must be poured into the stream of
life!  If all Chris tians fled from so ci ety, they would form
one gi gan tic salt pile.  But no one is at tracted to a pile of
salt.  

To stand against the world in judg ment and love is
the bib li cal ap proach to life.  The Chris tian con fronts the
world with a Christ -cen tered view of life which con tin u -
ally chal lenges sin ful be hav ior!  He also pres ents to the
world a God-sus tained love which con tin u ally re minds
sin ners of re demp tive pos si bil i ties in Christ! 

Shock-proof watches sym bol ize me chan i cal prog -
ress — but shock-proof Chris tians in di cates spir i tual de -
cline!!!

By Donald S. Metz 
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Who are the blessed of God?
The humble

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the
king dom of heaven.” (Matt. 5:3)

Who are those who are the blessed of God? They are 
those who rec og nize that they are poor in spirit, or spir i -
tu ally bank rupt. They are to tally de pend ent on God’s
grace; they are the ones who can say, “Noth ing in my
hands I bring, sim ply to the cross I cling.”

Let me ask you a ques tion. Where does God Dwell?
We talk about God be ing Omni-pres ent, that He is ev -
ery where. But how do we un der stand that? We know
that God is here with us. The Bi ble says we can’t get
away from Him; we can’t hide from Him, that no mat ter
where we go, he is there. But yet, God tells us that he
dwells spe cif i cally in three places. Lis ten to what God
says, as re corded by the prophet Isa iah.  For thus says
the high and lofty One who in hab its eter nity, whose
name is Holy:  “I dwell in the high and holy place,
and also with him who is of a con trite and hum ble
spirit, to re vive the spirit of the hum ble, and to re vive 
the heart of the con trite.” (Isa 57:15)

God in hab its eter nity. Med i tate on that for a while.
God does more than just in habit a holy place, Heaven,
He in hab its eter nity. He says, I dwell in the high and
holy place, and there is some place else he dwells. God
says; And also with him who is of a con trite and hum -
ble spirit.  Blessed are the poor in spirit be cause it is
there that God can find a dwell ing place. 

Again be ing poor in spirit is not sal va tion, but it is a
pre req ui site, if one re mains proud and ar ro gant and
thinks they are good enough to please God on their own
vir tues, that per son will re main far from the grace of
God.  But if a per son sees his lost con di tion, and sees the 
ut ter folly of try ing to please God in his own strength,
and sees that he is spir i tu ally a pau per, that per son is
then in an awak ened state and God is able to bring sal va -
tion into that life.

And of course the re deemed re main in that state of
con tri tion and hu mil ity, and live in that state of com plete 
de pend ency on the Spirit of God for as long as they live.
That’s true, isn’t it, broth ers and sis ters?  I’ve been
walk ing with the Lord now go ing on 52 years, and that
hasn’t changed. I still see my self as poor in spirit. Oh,
there have been times when I’ve started to think that
maybe I was some body, but it usu ally didn’t take long
for me to fall off my ivory tower and come to re al ity.
God has a way of jolt ing you back to re al ity. 

If God says the ones who are blessed are the ones
who are spir i tu ally bank rupt, what does the world say?
The world says blessed are the rich, the proud, the self
righ teous, and the self-re li ant. Blessed are those who
pull them selves up by their own boot straps. Blessed are
those who help them selves. 

Have you ever had any body try to tell you that God
helps them that help them selves?  That is not bib li cal.
No, the mes sage of the Bi ble is, God helps those who are 
poor in spirit; He dwells with those who are of hum ble
and con trite hearts. 

Blessed are the poor in Spirit, are you among the
blessed of God? Do you see your self in truth to day? If
you do, praise the Lord, that’s ev i dence that you are to
be counted as one of the re deemed. If you don’t see
your self in this first be at i tude, that’s good too, be cause
the rec og ni tion that you have fallen short of God’s righ -
teous ness is the start ing point of find ing God’s mercy
for your life. If this is where you are, then you are ready
for the next step, and that’s to go to the cross and see Je -
sus, the one who was wounded for your trans gres sions,
and bruised for your in iq ui ties; then fall on your face
like Thomas and pro claim, my Lord and my God. And if 
your heart is hum ble and con trite, you’ll know it, you’ll
be changed. 

The night I re ceived Je sus as Lord and Sav ior, I was
all alone, it was late at night in my bed room, no body
saw me, no body knew. I got down on my knees by my
bed and I gave up, I quit run ning, I asked Je sus to come
into my life and save me. What I did the next morn ing I
would not rec om mend to any new Chris tian, I didn’t tell
any one. You need to make a pub lic pro fes sion and I
even tu ally did. But the next morn ing I didn’t tell any -
one. No body knew, I could have just shrugged off what
had hap pened the night be fore and kept liv ing the way I
was liv ing. I didn’t tell any body, no body knew, ex cept
me and God. It was just some words, it was just a prayer, 
hardly any thing of any con se quence.  But do you know
what?  I was dif fer ent, I knew I was dif fer ent, the night
be fore I was lost and headed for hell, that next morn ing I 
was re deemed by the Blood of the Lamb and I knew it. I
was a new per son and be cause of my words and my
changed be hav ior it wasn’t long be fore ev ery one knew
it. 

That’s the mir a cle of re gen er a tion my friends, that’s 
the God of Heaven com ing to a hum ble and con trite
heart and dwell ing there.

Wayne Almlie
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Ed i to rial 
RES

There is HOPE!
“Re joice in the Lord al ways; again I will say, re joice!  Let your for bear ing spirit be
known to all men. The Lord is near.  Be anx ious for noth ing, but in ev ery thing by

prayer and sup pli ca tion with thanksgiving let your re quests be made known to God.” 
(Philippians 4:4-6)

Most gifts we re ceive are tem po rary.  Though we are
ex cited when we re ceive them, they soon lose their
luster and use ful ness.  In stark con trast to such worldly
gifts, there is one gift which will never fade or lose its
value.  This great est gift of all is the won drous Eter nal
Life through our Lord Je sus Christ! JESUS/GOD is al -
ways on time, never too early nor tardy, but
EXACTLY on time!  He is PERFECTLY on time, the
Christ mas Gift and the same is true with Ad vent, etc. 
May this gift be yours as you re joice in “Even so.”
“Even so when we chil dren were in bond age un der the 
el e ments of the world.  But when the full ness of the
time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman; born un der the law, to re deem those who were 
un der the law, that we might re ceive the adop tion as
sons. And be cause you are sons, God sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, cry ing out, “Abba,
Fa ther!”  There fore, you are no lon ger a slave but a
son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
But then, in deed, when you did not know God, you
served those which by na ture are not gods.  But now
af ter you have known God, how is it that you turn
again …”  (Galatians 4:3-9)

By na ture we are dead to wards GOD and are ac tu ally
anti-god! (Re bel lion, is hate to wards GOD: we not
only re bel, but we re bel against GOD).  We are born as
at tor neys to wards God; de fend ing our “old-na ture”.
Not a pretty pic ture of our old na ture which we are
born in!  (From birth we are li ars, also).

There is HOPE!

As a con cerned be liever, we know a dark ness has
fallen as eco nomic woes rise, pol i tics re main con ten -
tious and Free dom in the great USA is threat ened.  In
this sin ful world Evil seems to be win ning the war for
hearts and minds in a cul ture where mo ral ity is sub jec -
tive, and Chris tian ity is be ing ma ligned and Sa tan is
work ing over time to de stroy the tra di tional, and es pe -
cially the Chris tian home! The tra di tional fam ily
which the USA was built upon, is be ing ripped-apart

but GOD in tends that a fam ily should be one-male and 
one-fe male un til death sep a rates them! GOD’S or der
of one man and one woman are now in the mi nor ity in
our USA, per cent age-wise!  We are ex pe ri enc ing a
sear ing of the na tional con science over is sues such as
abor tion, re li gious free dom, so cial ism, pa tri o tism,
mar riage, gen der iden tity, and so much more!  Don’t
kid-your self as the ‘bat tle’ is REAL!  But, Romans
12:12 is still in God’s Holy Book, the BIBLE, and HIS 
WORD is for ever set tled in Heaven!  

The Bat tle is Real!

&

“ We shall BEHOLD him”!

The word ‘Be hold’ in Scrip ture is like the Oc ta gon at a 
stop sign.  When ever you find ‘But’, es pe cially at the
be gin ning of a Bi ble verse, it does mean ‘stop, look &
lis ten’!  GOD has some thing that HE wants us to pay
ATTENTION to!

“REJOICING IN HOPE, PATIENT IN
TRIBULATION, CONTINUING STEADFAST IN 
PRAYER”

The Wings of Hope

Hope gives us wings to rise above life’s dis ap point -
ments too!  The Blue sky is al ways wait ing just be yond
the clouds!

“Over heard in an Or chard

Said the Robin to the Spar row, 
“I should re ally like to know

Why these anx ious hu man be ings 
rush about and worry so.” 

Said the Spar row to the Robin; 
“Friend, I think that it must be 

That they have No Heav enly Fa ther 
such as cares for you & me.”  ——  Elizabeth Cheney

It is our priv i lege and joy to pray for you also dur ing
this won der ful sea son of LENT.
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Hope for Easter
May you and yours ex pe ri ence a very blessed

Easter Sea son.
This is a de sire and prayer from all the mem bers

of the Board of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission
and each one wants the best for you!

Also, please keep in mind/heart that this Chris -
tian move ment is not a Synod, no mem ber ship re -
quired and stands as a Free bib li cally Faith
Lu theran move ment!

In shar ing this bib li cal hope; are you will ing/able
to share a lit tle more now dur ing This LENTEN
SEASON?  

TOGETHER

To gether, we share the bib li cal hope of JESUS as
we pro claim the Law and the Gos pel and stand for free -

dom against the rad i cal, to tal i tar ian Left – reach ing
across the great USA and be yond!

And of course, lift up the Name of Je sus  in our cul -
ture with the power of the Law & Gos pel of God’s Holy
Word; ac cord ing to His Book, the BIBLE!

Most cer tainly to unify, guide and heal our Na -
tion!

Our hope is in JESUS and we are com mit ted to
seek ing to ex pand our out-reach in the days to come, as
we con tinue pro claim ing the glo ri ous Gos pel through
the Morn ing Glory, Evan ge lis tic Meet ings, Hauge Lu -
theran Bi ble Con fer ences, and Hauge Book store.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in be liev ing, so that by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope.”  (Romans 15:13)

BEHOLD the LAMB of GOD, who died for each
one of us and the whole world that our sins could be 
taken away; through His Shed Blood on
CALVARY!  The ground at the foot of CALVARY
is level!

In deed it is my priv i lege to write to you, Be hold the
LAMB that tak eth away your re pen tant con fessed
sins, through HIS Shed Blood on Cal vary to be re -
mem bered no more/for ever!

Now with Spring just around the cor ner, our sched ules 
seem to be fuller; but may I ask you to pour your self a
hot cup of tea or cof fee or hot choc o late to be hold the
SAVIOR!

Be hold is not a word we of ten use and when we do, we
usu ally think of it as a quick glance or a ca sual glance. 
BUT in the Bi ble, it is call ing its read ers to watch in -
tensely, look deeply, and ob serve care fully the per son
or sub ject as it is about to re veal some thing of great
im por tance!

For ex am ple: in the Old Tes ta ment, when the prophet
Isa iah fore told the birth of the com ing Mes siah he
wrote: “Be hold, a vir gin shall con ceive, and bear a
son, and shall call his name Im man uel (God with us)”
(Isa iah 7:14) “But while he thought on these things,
be hold, the an gel of the Lord ap peared unto him in a
dream, say ing …”  (Mat thew 1:20 & 1:23) In Isa iah
7:14 as the prophet fore told the birth (In car na tion). 
Isa iah was say ing, “watch in tensely” for the unique
and mi rac u lous sign God will au then ti cate the fu ture
birth of His Son (ac tu ally the word ‘unique’ means one 

and only one of its’ kind!)

Approx. 700 years later, an an gel an nounced to Mary
that she would give birth to the Son of God, and he
said: “Be hold (look deeply) with an tic i pa tion and
won der at what God is go ing to do through you,
Mary”!  (Luke 1:31-32) 

AND when the Shep herds were in their fields keep ing
watch over their flocks by night, the an gel said unto
them, “Fear not, for BEHOLD I bring you good tid -
ings of great joy, which shall be to all peo ple.  For unto 
you is born this day in the city of Da vid a Sav ior,
which is Christ the Lord.”  (Luke 2:10-11)

Be loved reader of the Morn ing Glory, are you tak ing
time to “Be hold JESUS’ in the midst of all the busy -
ness and flurry of the Spring-Sea son, which is just
around the cor ner?  Are you ‘be hold ing’ deeply the
mean ing of the Lenten-Sea son?  Are you look ing
deeply at the beauty and won der of His mi rac u lous vir -
gin birth?  Are you keep ing your eyes fixed on HIM
AS YOUR SOURCE AND HOPE and strength for the 
com ing days, etc.?

A glo ri ous day is com ing when JESUS CHRIST will
re turn tri um phantly!  AND in that day, May you be
ready and clothed in JESUS’ ROBE OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS as a Bride-groom looks upon His
Bride to be!!  

BEHOLD JESUS To day!



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Christian Singer Amy Grant to Host
Niece’s Same-Sex Wedding

Amy Grant, the Queen of Chris tian pop who crossed
over to the main stream with sev eral hit songs, re cently an -
nounced she is host ing the same-sex mar riage of her niece.

The Grammy win ner, 2022 Ken nedy Cen ter Honor
re cip i ent, and the first Chris tian art ist to have an al bum go
plat i num de scribed her pro gres sive views to The Wash -
ing ton Post: “Je sus, you just nar rowed it down to two
things: love God and love each other. I mean, hey, that’s
pretty sim ple.” Grant also de tailed her re ac tion when her
niece first came out: What a gift to our whole fam ily to just 
widen the ex pe ri ence of our whole fam ily.

Grant, in 2013, told Pride Source, “I know that the re -
li gious com mu nity has not been very wel com ing [to
LGBTQ+ peo ple], but I just want to stress that the jour ney
of faith brings us into com mu nity, but it’s re ally about one
re la tion ship. The jour ney of faith is just be ing will ing and
open to have a re la tion ship with God. And ev ery body is
wel come. Ev ery body.”

And in 2021, Grant was more out spo ken, say ing in an
in ter view on Proud Ra dio, “Who loves us more than the
one who made us? … None of us are a sur prise to God.
Noth ing about who we are or what we’ve done. That’s
why, to me, it’s so im por tant to set a wel come ta ble. Be -
cause I was in vited to a ta ble where some one said, ‘Don’t
be afraid, you’re loved.’ … Gay. Straight. It does not mat -
ter.”

Grant told The Wash ing ton Post that the wed ding,
which will be hosted at the farm she shares with hus band
Vince Gill, will be the fam ily’s first “bride and bride” nup -
tials.

JD Gill, Advocate.com on 12/26/22

Biden signs law to ‘strike a blow against
hate’ 

Pres i dent Joe Biden signed the 
Re spect for Mar riage Act on Tues day

A cele bra tory crowd of thou sands bun dled up on a
chilly Tues day af ter noon to watch Pres i dent Joe Biden
sign gay mar riage leg is la tion into law, a joy ful cer e mony
that was tem pered by the back drop of an on go ing con ser -
va tive back lash. 

“This law and the love it de fends strike a blow against
hate in all its forms,” Biden said on the South Lawn,

“That’s why this law mat ters to ev ery sin gle Amer i can.”
Law makers from both par ties at tended Tues day’s cer -

e mony, re flect ing the grow ing ac cep tance of same-sex un -
ions, once among the coun try’s most con ten tious is sues. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi told the crowd that “in -
side ma neu ver ing only takes us so far,” and she thanked
ac tiv ists add ing im pe tus with “your im pa tience, your per -
sis tence and your pa tri o tism.” 

De spite Tues day’s ex cite ment, there was con cern
about the na tion wide pro lif er a tion of con ser va tive policies 
on gen der is sues at the state level. Biden crit i cized the
“cal lous, cyn i cal laws in tro duced in the states tar get ing
transgender chil dren, ter ri fy ing fam i lies and criminalizing 
doc tors who give chil dren the care they need.”

“Rac ism, antisemitism, ho mo pho bia, transphobia,
they’re all con nected. But the an ti dote to hate is love,” he
said. 

The new law is in tended to safe guard same-sex mar -
riages if the U.S. Su preme Court ever re verses Obergefell
v. Hodges, its 2015 de ci sion le gal iz ing same-sex un ions
na tion wide. 

Dictionary adds trans women 

The Cam bridge Dic tio nary re cently up dated its def i -
ni tions for “woman” and “man” to in clude trans gender
peo ple, be com ing the lat est dic tio nary to for mally ex pand
what it means to be a woman. 

A Cam bridge Dic tio nary spokes woman said Tues day
that its ed i tors “made this ad di tion to the en try for
‘woman’ in Oc to ber;’ but the change only gained at ten tion
this week af ter Brit ain’s Tele graph news pa per first re -
ported the news. 

In the Cam bridge en try for “woman,” the long time
def i ni tion for the word - “adult fe male hu man be ing” - is
still there and “re mains un changed,” spokes woman
Sophie White said. But an ad di tional def i ni tion of the
word ap pears be low:

“An adult who lives and iden ti fies as fe male
though they may have been said to have a dif fer -
ent sex at birth,” it reads. 

Ad di tional up dates were also made to the en try 
for “man.”

WASHINGTON POST By CHRIS MEGERIAN  

 The two above ar ti cles were taken from the 
Star Tri bune, Dec. 14, 2022
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Small town enlisted in abortion fight 

Prinsburg, Minn., pop. 500, con sid ers al low ing res -
i dents to sue pro vid ers of pro ce dure and pills. 

Min ne sota’s new est abortion bat tle ground might be
a town of 500 peo ple on the west ern prai rie. 

The Kandiyohi County city of Prinsburg is con sid -
er ing an or di nance that would al low res i dents to file
civil law suits against abor tion pro vid ers. Though the
town does n’t have an abor tion clinic, the pro posed law
also would al low law suits against com pa nies that pro -
vide abor tion drugs by mail. 

It’s the first step in a campaign that or ga niz ers hope
will spread across the state, especially in con ser va tive
ru ral ar eas. Tim Miller, a Prinsburg Re pub li can who
cur rently repre sents the area in the Legislature, said he’s 
step ping down from of fice to de vote him self to spread -
ing the idea. 

“This is not just an im pulse,” Miller said. “This is in
God’s tim ing. We need to start somewhere [and] we will
be working to pass or di nances in other com mu ni ties.” 

The pro posed or di nance had its first pub lic hear ing
at a City Coun cil meet ing last week. It’s based on a
Texas law passed last year that al lows pri vate cit i zens to
sue any one who “aids or abets” an abor tion af ter six
weeks of preg nancy – a time be fore many women know
they’re preg nant. 

… The in tent of the pro posed law is n’t to pe nal ize a
woman who has an abor tion, Miller said, but to stop “the 
an i mals who tell her that’s OK and profit from it.”

Taken from the Star Tribune, Nov. 23, 2022

Small town backs away from abortion
fight after being threatened

Min ne sota At tor ney Gen eral Keith Ellison told an
ed i to rial writer last week that the Prinsburg city at tor ney 
had con tacted his of fice, “and we have ev ery rea son to
be lieve the city at tor ney will re view care fully and fol -
low the laws of the state of Min ne sota.”

Writ ing to Prinsburg Mayor Roger Ahrenholz, who
has al ready ex pressed sup port for Miller’s pro posal,
Ellison ad vised that “Any mu nic i pal or di nance which
lim its the fun da men tal rights of preg nant Min ne so tans
to re ceive an abor tion is un con sti tu tional” and that the
state has ex ten sive laws regulating the prac tices of med -
i cine, nurs ing and phar ma col ogy.  No city in Minnesota
has the power to re strict the right to abor tion or en act
con flict ing reg u la tions on health care pro vid ers,”
Ellison wrote. 

In a state ment posted to the city’s website on Fri day, 
city lead ers said, “In reach ing its de ci sion, the coun cil

took into ac count the po si tion of the Minnesota At tor -
ney Gen eral and its City At tor ney stat ing that pro vi sions 
de scribed in the or di nance are un con sti tu tional and are
not within the le gal au thor ity of the city to en act.  The
coun cil plans no fur ther dis cus sion or com ment
regarding the pro posed or di nance.”

Taken from the Star Tribune, Dec. 5, 2022

The Sin of Pride

“I hate pride and ar ro gance!” (Prov erbs 8:13)

A vile, creep ing, in sin u at ing thing, which will twist
it self like a ser pent into our hearts! There is noth ing into
which the heart of man so eas ily falls, as PRIDE; and
there is no vice which is more fre quently and more em -
phat i cally con demned in Scrip ture!

Pride is a ground less thing. It stands on bub bles,
which soon must burst be neath its feet! We have rea sons 
for al most ev ery thing—but we have no rea sons for
pride. Pride is a thing which should be un nat u ral to us,
for we have noth ing to be proud of!

Pride is a fool ish thing, for it brings no profit with it. 
There is no wis dom in a self-ex al ta tion. Other vices
have some ex cuse, for men seem to gain by them. Av a -
rice, plea sure, lust—have some plea. But the man who is 
proud, sells his soul cheaply! For one puff of empty
wind, one word of sweet ap plause, the soul is gone!

Pride wins no crown. Men never honor it, not even
the me nial slaves of earth; for all men look down on the
proud man, and think him less than them selves.

Pride is the mad dest thing that can ex ist.
It feeds upon its own vi tals. It will take away its own 

life.
It saps and un der mines its own house, that it may

build its pin na cles a lit tle higher—and then the whole
struc ture tum bles down! Noth ing proves men so mad, as 
pride.

Pride is a pro tean thing.
It changes its shape and forms.
You may find it in any fash ion you may choose.
You may see it in the beg gar’s rags—as well as in

the rich man’s gar ments.
It dwells with the rich, and with the poor.
The man with out a shoe for his foot, may be as

proud as if he were rid ing in a fine char iot! Pride is
found in ev ery rank of so ci ety, among all classes of men.



Pride can pro fess any form of re li gion. It at tends all
kinds of cha pels and churches. Go where you will, you
will see pride. It co mes with us, to the house of God. It
goes with us, to our houses. It is found on the mart and the 
ex change, in the streets, and ev ery where!

Pride has ten thou sand shapes! It is not al ways that
stiff and starched gen tle man whom you pic ture. It is a
vile, creep ing, in sin u at ing thing, which will twist it self
like a ser pent into our hearts! It will talk of hu mil ity, and
prate about be ing dust and ashes. I have known men talk
about their cor rup tion most mar vel ously, pre tend ing to
be all hu mil ity—while at the same time they were the
proud est wretches that could be found this side Hell!

O my friends! you can not tell how many shapes pride 
will as sume. Look sharply about you, or you will be de -
ceived by it; and when you think you are en ter tain ing an -
gels, you will find you have been re ceiv ing dev ils
un awares!

The true throne of pride is the heart of man. If we de -
sire, by God’s grace, to put down pride—the only way is
to be gin with the heart. Let us seek that He would pu rify
our hearts from pride—and then as sur edly, our life also
shall be hum ble.

Make the tree good, and then the fruit shall be good.
Make the foun tain pure, and the stream shall be

sweet.

Charles Spurgeon, Words of Wisdom, 
taken from GraceGems.org

Re mem bering My Be loved Friend

By An toi nette Frank 

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother 
is born in ad ver sity.”  (Prov erbs 17:17)

My friend Lynelda was a ra di ant soul and an un sung
saint who, through com pas sion and prayer, brought in -
crease into my life when I was on a rapid down ward spi -
ral to ward ut ter de spair.  Lynelda and I were both Po lice
Of fi cers fallen from grace — in car cer ated into the Par ish
Prison, fac ing our own in di vid ual ver sion of a dire pre -
dic a ment — when GOD-in spired friend ship was won -
der fully in au gu rated.  While in so ci ety, I had met
Lynelda only on a sin gle oc ca sion, which hap pened to be
on a pro fes sional level.

Lynelda and I were cellmates for nearly a year, dur -
ing my stay at the Par ish Prison 22 years ago!  Through
the com mon al ity of our in car cer a tion and for mer oc cu pa -
tion, a unique fel low ship emerged be tween us and by
God’s Grace, flour ished.  By the time Lynelda had been
handed down a ten-year prison term, she had al ready

firmly re ded i cated her life to Christ Je sus, our Lord.  I, on 
the hand, who was wait ing trial at the time, was still spir i -
tu ally lost and in wardly wounded! BUT our GOD is an
awe some GOD Who lov ingly de clares, “I will seek that
which is lost …” Ezekiel 34:16.

Through her ad mi ra ble faith (liv ing faith no-less)
Lynelda yielded to the call of Al mighty GOD, and was
the flesh and blood seed that “blos somed where she was
planted.”  She en thu si as ti cally nes tled me at her knee
and shared the WORD of GOD with me, day af ter day,
until I was a bud ding dis ci ple of Christ with a sense of
pur pose, in spite of my cir cum stances.

In the throes of her own per sonal dis ap point ments
and sor rows, Lynelda took the time to min is ter to me. 
She brought me into a loop where I fell in love with God;
and for the first time in my life, I felt truly alive.  In godly
love, Lynelda and I just like the first cen tury Chris tians
with one an other shared our spir i tual tes ti mo nies — how
God re vealed HIMSELF to us; and we also shared our
mea ger prison pos ses sions, as an ex pres sion of our faith. 
(Romans 10:9-10).  I’ve heard it said; “By shar ing with a
friend, we di vide our grief in half but we dou ble our joy.”
(Scrip ture says ‘we are to bear one an other’s bur dens,
BUT how ‘we’ do that when of ten a re sponse says; (Oh, I
can han dle this my self, etc.)  

Af ter serv ing close to five years of her prison term,
Lynelda stepped cou ra geously back into so ci ety and con -
tin ued to win souls for the King dom of GOD.  In 2005,
God sum moned her Home to Eter nal Par a dise to rest in
the bosom of our Lord and Re deemer! When I re mem ber
my be loved friend, among many beau ti ful things, I am
re minded of one au thor who wrote: “Not the way of ease,
earthly honor worldly con for mity are the fol low ers of the 
Mas ter found.”  Even in the worst of times, Lynelda ex -
hib ited the core elementals of Chris tian ity   —-  pa tience,
kind ness, for give ness, faith ful ness, gen tle ness, in ner
peace, self-con trol, and in ex tin guish able joy.   By the
wis dom of the in dwell ing Holy Spirit, she un der stood
that “Our light and mo men tary trou bles are achiev ing 
us an eter nal glory that far out weighs them all.”
(II Corinthians 4:17).  

Lynelda was hum ble and meek.  She touched me in a
phe nom e nal way.  She never judged me neg a tively —-
not even af ter the Court handed down to me a death sen -
tence.  She loved me sin cerely and moth erly —- un con di -
tion ally!  I once read, Love stands by. When there is
noth ing more that we can do for a per son we love, than be 
there while they strug gle, that is more than enough!” 
That’s what Lynelda did for me —- she stood by me! 

Hope For Your Heart
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Look To Christ And Live
Charles Spurgeon’s Con ver sion

by Vance Chris tie

Charles Spurgeon was one of the most prom i nent
preach ers and pow er ful her alds of the Chris tian Gos pel in 
the his tory of the Church. The ac count of Spurgeon’s
own con ver sion is both fas ci nat ing and in struc tive.

From the time he was just a child Charles Spurgeon
was heavily bur dened by an aware ness of his own sin ful -
ness.  Through out sev eral boy hood years he was con -
stantly con scious that in both thoughts and ac tions he was 
un able to ful fill the re quire ments of God’s holy laws.
Though he knew Christ had died for the sins of hu man
be ings, he saw no ap pli ca tion of that truth to him self.  He
tried to pray, but the only com plete re quest he could ut ter
was, “God be mer ci ful to me, a sin ner!”

Though he had never ut tered a blas phemy, all man -
ner of curs ing God and man be gan to fill his mind.  Then
fol lowed se vere temp ta tions to deny the very ex is tence of 
God as well as ef forts to con vince him self he was an athe -
ist.  When all such fu tile think ing failed, he told him self
that he must feel or do some thing to merit sal va tion.  He
wished he might have his back scourged or that he could
un dergo some dif fi cult pil grim age to that end.

In 1849, at age fif teen, he en tered a school in the
town of Newmarket in Essex County, Eng land, as both a
stu dent and a part-time teacher.  In Newmarket he at -
tended ser vices at one church af ter an other, hop ing he
might hear some thing that would help re move his spir i -
tual bur den.  He later re lated that, while he heard pas tors
preach on a va ri ety of themes, they did not ad dress his ba -
sic spir i tual ques tion and need. “What I wanted to know
was, ‘How can I get my sins for given?’, and they never
told me that.”

That De cem ber an out break of fe ver tem po rarily
closed the Newmarket school, and Spurgeon re turned
home to Colchester for the Christ mas sea son.  One
Sunday morn ing early in Jan u ary he was mak ing his way
to one church when a fierce snow storm led him, in stead,
to en ter the Prim i tive Meth od ist Cha pel lo cated closer to
his home.  Only about a dozen peo ple were there that
morn ing, and he took a seat near the back, un der the gal -
lery.

The reg u lar min is ter had not been able to make it due
to the storm.  So when it was time for the ser mon a thin
man whom Spurgeon sup posed to be a shoe maker or a
tai lor went up to the pul pit.  He an nounced and read the
Scrip ture text for his im promptu ser mon, Isa iah 45:22:
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth.”   The man ob vi ously had lit tle for mal ed u ca tion,

and he mis pro nounced some of his words.  But that did
not mat ter to Spurgeon, for upon hear ing the Bi ble verse
he thought it con tained a glim mer of hope for him.

The lay preacher be gan to de liver a home spun dis -
course in his broad Essex di a lect: “This is a very sim ple
text in deed.  It says, ‘Look.’  Now lookin’ don’t take a
deal of pain.  It ain’t liftin’ your foot or your fin ger; it is
just ‘Look.’  Well, a man need n’t go to col lege to learn to
look.  You may be the big gest fool, and yet you can look.
A man need n’t be worth a thou sand pounds a year to
look.  Any one can look; even a child can look.

“But then the text says, ‘Look unto Me.’ Ay! many on 
ye are lookin’ to your selves, but it’s no use lookin’ there.
You’ll never find any com fort in your selves.  Some say
look to God the Fa ther. No, look to Him by-and-by.  Je sus 
Christ says, “Look unto Me.”  Some on ye say, “We must
wait for the Spirit’s workin.” You have no busi ness with
that just now.  Look to Christ.  The text says, ‘Look unto
Me.’ ”

As suming the per spec tive of Je sus, the preacher con -
tin ued: “Look unto Me; I am sweatin’ great drops of
blood. Look unto Me; I am hangin’ on the cross.  Look
unto Me, I am dead and bur ied.  Look unto Me; I rise
again. Look unto Me; I as cend to Heaven. Look unto Me; 
I am sit ting at the Fa ther’s right hand. O poor sin ner, look
unto Me! Look unto Me!”

Af ter he had spo ken for about ten min utes, the lay -
man ap par ently reached the end of his tether.  Then, fix -
ing his eyes on Spurgeon, he star tled him by say ing,
“Young man, you look very mis er a ble.  And you will al -
ways be mis er a ble—mis er a ble in life and mis er a ble in
death—if you don’t obey my text.  But if you obey now,
this mo ment, you will be saved.”  Then rais ing his hands,
he lit er ally shouted: “Young man, look to Je sus Christ.
Look!  Look!  Look!  You have noth ing to do but look
and live!”

Far from tak ing of fense at be ing sin gled out,
Spurgeon at once saw the way of sal va tion.  He hardly
no ticed any thing the lay exhorter said af ter that, so taken
was he with that one thought: “I had been wait ing to do
fifty things, but when I heard that word— ‘Look!’—what 
a charm ing word it seemed to me. … There and then the
cloud was gone, the dark ness had rolled away, and that
mo ment I saw the sun.  And I could have risen that in -
stant, and sung with the most en thu si as tic of them, of the
pre cious blood of Christ, and the sim ple faith which
looks alone to Him.  Oh, that some body had told me this
be fore, ‘Trust Christ, and you shall be saved.’ ”

When Spurgeon ar rived back home early that af ter -
noon, his fam ily im me di ately no ticed the dra matic
change that had come over him.  His de spair was gone,
and he was over flow ing with joy.  “Some thing won der ful 



has hap pened to you!” they ex claimed.  And he was only
too ea ger to tell them all about it.  “Oh! there was joy in the 
house hold that day,” he af ter ward re ported, “when all
heard that the el dest son had found the Sav ior and knew
him self to be for given.”

vancechristie.com

A Fin isher Fin ishes 

A busi ness man ager who was re spon si ble for hir ing
and fir ing per son nel said, “I am more in ter ested in what a
per son has fin ished than in what he has started.  I want a
fin isher.”

Our Na tion is full of per sons who start well but fail to
fin ish!  This has pro duced a spirit of quit ting that is spread -
ing in our Coun try.  It fills the ranks of the young and old;
it ex ists in ev ery job mar ket; the un em ploy ment lines are
filled with its prac ti tio ners; school-drop-outs stand on al -
most ev ery cor ner; church pro grams are short lived; mar -
riages and homes break up; and half-fin ished houses,
paint ings, mu sic, les sons, books and a host of other things
tes tify to the no-fin isher spirit in our midst.

It may come as sur prise to some per sons to learn that
be ing a fin isher is a bib li cal prin ci ple.  Thou sands of years
ago the wise man said, “Better is the end of a thing than
the be gin ning thereof” Ec cle si as tes 7:8.

Je sus said, “No man, hav ing put his hand to the
plough, and look ing back, is fit for the king dom of God”
Luke 9:62.

From the isle of Patmos, John wrote, “Be thou faith -
ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” Rev e -
la tion 2:10.  

The Apos tle Paul told the Ephe sians to take on the
whole ar mor, “and hav ing done all, to stand” Ephe sians
6:13. 

The Galatians were chal lenged on this point when
Paul asked, “Ye did run well; who did hin der you that ye
should not obey the truth?” Galatians 5:7.

JESUS not only told His dis ci ples to fin ish what they
had started, He set the ex am ple in HIS own life!  HE fin -
ished the work the Fa ther sent Him to do (John 17:4); on
the Cross HE said “It is Fin ished” John 19:30.  

To ward the end of his life the apos tle Paul said, “I
have fought a good fight, I have fin ished my course, I
have kept the faith.” (II Tim o thy 4:7)

Christ and His Word place within the heart of man 
the de sire to be a fin isher!  

J. J. Turner, Pulpit Helps

The Blessed Way of Life
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the coun sel of

the un godly, nor stands in the way of sin ners, nor
sitteth in the seat of the scorn ful.”  (Psalm 1:1)

TWO char ac ter is tics must be found in ev ery one
whom the LORD calls blessed.  First, the neg a tive.  He
must not walk in the coun sel of the un godly, nor stand in
the way of sin ners, nor sit in the seat of the scorn ful.  He
must flee all evil!

Sec ond, the pos i tive.  He must have his de light in the
Law of the LORD!  It must be the de sire of his heart to live
ac cord ing to the will of God, as he finds it re corded in
God’s Word.  The BIBLE, with its ex hor ta tion and com -
fort, its in struc tion and power, its Law and Gos pel, is the
de light of the blessed.  His great est sat is fac tion is to please
GOD by his life.

These will be rich and good for ev ery one who will live 
ac cord ing to these rules: Flee from all evil and have your
de light in the Law of the LORD.  Such a per son is called
“blessed.”

“And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of
wa ter, that bringeth forth his fruit in his sea son; his leaf
also shall not wither.” (Psalm 1:3).

The un godly are lik ened to chaff —- which is light
and worth less and driven away by the wind (v. 4).  The
God-fear ing is like a tree planted in rich soil by run ning
wa ters.  Its leaves do not wither, and fruit co mes in its sea -
son.  Such is the man whose de light in the Law of the Lord.  
God’s Word is the soil wherein we must be planted, like
the tree, and from which we must draw strength.  

It is a sad sight to see peo ple who are spir i tu ally with -
ered.  Their life in God sick ens.  There is no strength or
health or life in them.  And there is no fruit to be seen.  God 
de liver us from with er ing!  Live this year by the River of
God!  Draw strength from the Word ev ery day and you
shall be like a tree whose leaves do not wither and whose
fruit ap pears in its sea son.

What so ever he doeth shall pros per (Psalm 1:3).
This glo ri ous prom ise does not ap ply to ev ery body

and ev ery thing with out ex cep tion!  The LORD will not
bless evil coun sels, or fur ther what is against HIS will. 
Nor will HE give suc cess to His chil dren’s plans when
they would in re al ity harm them.

The words are spo ken of those who have their de light
in the Law of the Lord (v.2), and who have made the will
of God rule in life.  Of them it is said: “What so ever he
doeth shall pros per.”  What a glo ri ous prom ise!  

A won der ful bless ing rests upon the child of God! 
The Lord prom ises to give suc cess to his work, his plans,
and his pur poses.  God is with him.  There fore, it is well
with him.  “What so ever he doeth shall pros per.”
       Streams of Gladness, by Fredrik Wisloff 
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Grow in Grace
“Grow in grace, and in the knowl edge of our Lord and 

Sav iour Je sus Christ:” — 2 Pe ter iii, 18

“GROW in grace” – not in one grace only, but in all
grace. Grow in that root-grace, faith. Be lieve the prom -
ises more firmly than you have done. Let faith in crease in
fullness, con stancy, sim plic ity.  Grow also in love.  Ask
that your love may be come ex tended, more in tense, more
prac ti cal, in flu enc ing ev ery thought, word, and deed.
Grow like wise in hu mil ity.  Seek to lie very low, and
know more of your own noth ing ness. As you grow down -
ward in hu mil ity, seek also to grow up ward—hav ing
nearer ap proaches to God in prayer and more in ti mate
fel low ship with Je sus. May God the Holy Spirit en able
you to “grow in the knowl edge of our Lord and Sav ior.”

He who grows not in the knowl edge of Je sus, re fuses
to be blessed.  To know Him is “life eter nal,” and to ad -
vance in the knowl edge of Him is to in crease in hap pi -
ness.  He who does not long to know more of Christ,
knows noth ing of Him yet. Who ever hath sipped this
wine will thirst for more, for al though Christ doth sat isfy,
yet it is such a sat is fac tion, that the ap pe tite is not cloyed,
but whet ted. If you know the love of Je sus – as the hart
panteth for the wa ter-brooks, so will you pant af ter
deeper draughts of His love.  If you do not de sire to know
Him better, then you love Him not, for Love al ways cries, 
“Nearer, nearer.” Ab sence from Christ is hell; but the
pres ence of Je sus is heaven. Rest not then con tent with -
out an in creas ing ac quain tance with Je sus. Seek to know
more of Him in His di vine na ture, in His hu man re la tion -
ship, in His fin ished work, in His death, in His res ur rec -
tion, in His pres ent glo ri ous in ter ces sion, and in His
fu ture royal ad vent. Abide hard by the Cross, and search
the mys tery of His wounds. An in crease of love to Je sus,
and a more per fect ap pre hen sion of His love to us, is one
of the best tests of growth in grace. 

No Root

“These have no root.” – Luke viii. 13

MY soul, ex am ine thy self this morn ing by the light
of this text. Thou hast re ceived the word with joy; thy
feel ings have been stirred and a lively im pres sion has
been made; but, re mem ber that to re ceive the word in
the ear is one thing, and to re ceive Je sus into thy very
soul is quite an other; su per fi cial feel ing is of ten joined
to in ward hard ness of heart, and a lively im pres sion of
the word is not al ways a last ing one. In the par a ble, the
seed in one case fell upon ground hav ing a rocky bot -

tom, cov ered over with a thin layer of earth; when the
seed be gan to take root, its down ward growth was hin -
dered by the hard stone, and there fore it spent its
strength in push ing its green shoot aloft as high as it
could, but hav ing no in ward mois ture de rived from root
nour ish ment, it with ered away.  Is this my case?  Have I
been mak ing a fair show in the flesh with out hav ing a
cor re spond ing in ner life? Good growth takes place up -
wards and down wards at the same time. Am I rooted in
sin cere fi del ity and love to Je sus?  

If my heart re mains unsoft ened and un fer til ized by
grace, the good seed may ger mi nate for a sea son, but it
must ul ti mately wither, for it can not flour ish on a rocky,
un bro ken, unsanctified heart. Let me dread a god li ness as 
rapid in growth and as want ing in en dur ance as Jo nah’s
gourd; let me count the cost of be ing a fol lower of Je sus,
above all let me feel the en ergy of His Holy Spirit, and
then I shall pos sess an abid ing and en dur ing seed in my
soul. If my mind re mains as ob du rate as it was by na ture,
the sun of trial will scorch, and my hard heart will help to
cast the heat the more ter ri bly upon the ill-cov ered seed,
and my re li gion will soon die, and my de spair will be ter -
ri ble; there fore, O heav enly Sower, plough me first, and
then cast the truth into me, and let me yield Thee a boun -
te ous har vest. 

Both articles taken from Morning and Evening
Devotions by Charles Spurgeon, © 1991 by

Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

Snow

“He Giv eth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoar frost
like ashes.  He casteth forth ice like mor sels.”

(Psalm 147:16-17)

Peo ple speak about the “gods of the weather,” as
though there were some spe cial gods who had to do with
the weather.  But there is only one “god of the weather,”
and that is the Lord God in heaven. “He giv eth snow, he
scattereth frost, he casteth forth ice.”  Sun shine, rain,
snow, hoar frost, storm, and quiet, all come from Him. 
There fore, there must be some rea son for it all.  If the
weather does not please us, we should not com plain.  As
it is with the weather, so it should be with ev ery thing else
we meet in our daily life.  Whether it is of great or of
small im por tance, wel come or unwel come, it all co mes
from God, and He has a pur pose in ev ery thing.  We must
not com plain, but ac cept it all as some thing which is sent
us from on high.

Streams of Gladness by Fredrik Wisloff, Augsburg
Publishing House, © 1958, Permission Granted



The Lost Soul’s Request!
Tell them that their poor brother is in flames—tor ment -

ing flames, in ex tin guish able flames!

“I beg you, fa ther Abra ham, send Laz a rus to my fa -
ther’s house, for I have five broth ers.  Let him warn
them, so that they will not also come to this place of

tor ment!” (Luke 16:27, 28)

Ob serve the ob ject of the rich man’s so lic i tude, his
“five broth ers.” They were per haps youn ger than him self,
though it is prob a ble that he was com par a tively young.

They were still in the bright land of hope, and he was
in the dis mal re gion of de spair!

They were still un der the kind reign of mercy, and he
was un der the iron rod of jus tice!

He feared for them, for he knew in what state he had
left them!

He feared for them, lest they should per se vere in sin,
and at length come to the same place of tor ment! He most
ar dently de sired their sal va tion, and that they might es cape 
the sure wrath that is com ing. He de spaired of their sal va -
tion by or di nary means, and there fore he pe ti tioned that
Laz a rus may be sent, that he might tes tify to them.

Look at this lost soul in Hell, he re mem bers his breth -
ren and begs:

“Send Laz a rus to my broth ers! Laz a rus is no lon ger a
poor, ul cer ated beg gar—he will make a fit and suit able
preacher! They know that he is dead. They will be greatly
af fected by his ap pear ance among them, and by the change 
that has taken place in him. O, send Laz a rus, and let him
bear tes ti mony to the re al ity of this place of tor ment, to the
cer tainty of all im pen i tent sin ners com ing here, how ever
rich or dis tin guished they were on earth. Let Laz a rus tes -
tify as to the na ture of this place of tor ment, and tell them
that their poor brother is in flames—tor ment ing flames,
in ex tin guish able flames! Tell them that I am de nied one
sol i tary drop of wa ter, or any thing which will in any way
al le vi ate my dread ful suf fer ings! Let him as sure them . . .

that Hell is real,
that the pun ish ment is most in tense,
that the suf fer ers are im mor tal,
that an ni hi la tion is a fic tion, and
that de liv er ance from this fear ful ag ony is im pos si ble!

Let, O let him tell them, that once here, they are here
for ever! For ever! For ever!

And, O let him warn them of the folly, the mad ness, of
ne glect ing the soul and its sal va tion. Let him tes tify to
them, lest they also come to this place of tor ment! It is pos -
si ble. It is prob a ble. It is cer tain, if they live and die in sin
as I did!”

That poor wretch dreaded their com ing there, for if
any thing could add to his tor ments, it would be to see his
own broth ers un der the same con dem na tion, in the same
hor rid place of pun ish ment! He also dreaded it, as most
prob a bly by his own ex am ple, and by his in flu ence, he had 
hard ened them in sin, and en cour aged them in their un -
godly course. It would there fore be an ag gra va tion of his
woe, and cause the flame that tor mented him to blaze more 
fiercely, to see their eter nal suf fer ings as his own fault.

It must be dread ful, to be the cause or the oc ca sion of
an other’s soul be ing lost for ever, and to have the suf fer -
ings of that soul con stantly be fore our eyes!

O what a ter ri ble thing, the ex er cise of a strong mem -
ory in Hell must be!

Reader! How is it with you? In quire, in quire dil i -
gently, I be seech you! Is there any, even the most re mote
prob a bil ity of your be ing sent into that place of tor ment?
Think . . .

  of be ing tor mented in flames of fire,
  of be ing tor mented with out the least al le vi a tion,
  and of be ing so tor mented for ever and ever!

Think of go ing di rectly from the bright land of
hope—to the dis mal re gions of de spair!

Think of go ing from a land of light, of Bibles, of the
means of grace—to suf fer the ven geance of eter nal fire!

Is not the thought dread ful?
If Hell was to be the doom of your great est en emy,

would you not try to pre vent it? What if it should be the
doom of your broth ers, your sis ters, your hus band, your
wife, your fa ther, your mother? Can you ad mit the pos si -
bil ity, with out be ing de ter mined to leave no means un -
used, which would be likely to pre vent so fear ful a
ca lam ity?

But what if Hell should be the des tiny of your own
soul? What if it should?  It will be your cer tain doom, if
you die un con verted. Per haps there are some now in Hell,
once re lated to you, who are now con cerned for you. Are
you as much con cerned for your self?

Chris tian! Have you not some dear ones on the road to 
Hell, for whom you should be es pe cially con cerned?

James Smith, 1860 from GraceGems.org
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“If sin ners be damned, at least let them leap to
hell over our dead bod ies.  And if they per ish,

let them per ish with our arms wrapped around
their knees.  If hell must be filled, let it be filled
with the teeth of our ex er tions.  And let no one

go un-warned or un-prayed for.”
Charles Spurgeon
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For Whom the Bell Tolls
“For since by a man came death, by a man also came
the res ur rec tion of the dead.   For as in Adam all die,
so also in Christ all shall be made alive. But each in
his own or der: Christ the first fruits, af ter that those

who are Christ’s at His com ing.  Then co mes the end,
when He de liv ers up the king dom to the God and Fa -
ther, when He has abol ished all rule and all au thor ity
and power. For He must reign un til He has put all His

en e mies un der His feet. The last en emy that will be
abol ished is death.”  (I Co rin thi ans 15:21-26)

The pic ture above de picts a hus band and wife out
work ing in the fields.  In the dis tance you can see the
church.  The church bells toll for some one who has died.  
The cou ple cease from their la bors, bow their heads and
pray in mem ory of the de ceased.  There is a rev er ence
about the things of God de picted here that is very rare
to day, even in times of death.  For most peo ple, death is
the LAST thing that they want to talk about or think
about be cause it is viewed as the great est en emy that
you have.  Death is an en emy of man kind (v. 26) – Be -
cause it has a two-fold ef fect:

Death is an en emy On This Side of the Grave

All of your la bors in this life are done.  There is no
more time to do the things you en joyed – no more time
to laugh with friends and en joy life’s good ness.  There is 
no more time to be rec on ciled with any one with whom
you were at odds with.  There is no more time to say the
things you al ways wanted said, yet never did.

Ev ery thing you’ve worked for in your life is now
gone and left be hind.  You never see a hearse pull ing a
U-Haul.  Ev ery thing you’ve planned and hoped for in
this life is now gone.  All your fam ily, friends and ac -
quain tances are gone from you.  No more will you be
able to en joy even the least of life’s plea sures.

No more will you be able to find ful fill ment and ac -
com plish ment through life’s vic to ries.  There will be no
more chance to rec on cile with any one you are at odds
with – Grudges and hard ships are now fi nal.  The only
thing that you will leave be hind is your leg acy – The ex -
am ple you lived by and what you put into other peo ple. 
The sec ond sting of death is what it does:

Death is an En emy On the Other Side of the Grave

Death is an en emy be cause now your eter nal des tiny 
is sealed.  There will be no more Grace of fered upon you 
for sal va tion.  There will be no more op por tu ni ties for
you to come to Je sus, re pent of your sins and be
born-again so you can be saved.  There are no more sec -
ond chances for sal va tion af ter death.  If you hear of
some one call ing on Je sus and be ing saved while they
are al ready in hell – it is noth ing but just pure fan tasy,
be cause the judg ments of God are ei ther eter nal life or
eter nal pun ish ment.  “And these will go away into eter -
nal pun ish ment, but the righ teous into eter nal life.” 
(Mat thew 25:46)  If you could change this, then that judg -
ment was not eter nal.  There is no go ing from hell to
heaven be cause there is a great gulf fixed be tween them.  
(See Lk. 16:26)  There are no sec ond chances to get right
with God.  Your eter nal des tiny is for ever set tled once
you close your eyes in death.

Death re minds us of our sin. “The sting of death is
sin, and the power of sin is the Law.” (I Co rin thi ans
15:56)  The rea son we die is be cause we are sin ners.  We
hear “The Wages of Sin is Death” (Rom. 6:23) and don’t 
think that much about it until death shows us that the
Law of God is still bind ing upon all peo ple ev ery where.
Death is a very stark re minder to us that there is a judg -
ment of God upon the Sin of Man kind.  We might think
that the 10 Com mand ments are old fash ioned and out of
date for to day’s so ci ety, but God still says they’re not.

When will you die?  How old will you make it to be?
The truth is we don’t know when we are go ing to die. 
You would also be amazed how many young peo ple also 
die.  None of us is guar an teed to mor row.  And Death
seems so fi nal.  We re fer to peo ple who have died as
though they are “De ceased” – they are no lon ger liv ing. 
We also say that they have “passed away” – They are no
lon ger with us.

Death is a very sad time as shown in the pic ture
above.  Be cause death is an en emy – It is de scribed as
hav ing a sting – You feel its ef fects.  Death is also pow -
er ful – Who can con quer it?  You feel ut terly help less–
What can you do?  You feel ut terly de feated.  Where is
the Hope for those fac ing death?  Is there any thing that
can be done about this dreaded en emy?  Sci ence has
tried to de velop ways of ex tend ing peo ple’s lives – Yet



death is still the end – Im mor tal ity has not been ob tained
by man kind.

Je sus Has De feated the En emy of Death

“The last en emy that will be abol ished is death.” 
(I Cor. 15:26)  The pri mary mis sion that Je sus came to do
was to pay the pen alty that sin brings to man kind.  He did
this by dy ing for ev ery sin of ev ery per son of all time.  He 
died a true death and rose again bodily from the dead on
the third day.  He has fully sat is fied the de mands that God 
has as signed to death.  “For I de liv ered to you as of first
im por tance what I also re ceived, that Christ died for our
sins ac cord ing to the Scrip tures, and that He was bur ied,
and that He was raised on the third day ac cord ing to the
Scrip tures.”  (1 Co rin thi ans 15:3-4)

He now lives to bring us the righ teous ness that we
need to make it to God.  “He made Him who knew no sin
to be sin on our be half, that we might be come the righ -
teous ness of God in Him.”  (II Co rin thi ans 5:21)

The ques tion is whether you have re pented and for -
saken your sins and by faith come to Je sus as your own
per sonal Sav ior and Lord of your life?  This is the only
way that you will con quer death. — Pas tor Jim Haga

“I Be lieve that Je sus Christ, true God, be -
got ten of the Fa ther from eter nity, and also
true Man, born of the Vir gin Mary, is my
Lord; Who has re deemed me, a lost and con -
demned crea ture, bought me and freed me
from all sins, from death and from the
power of the devil …”

Martin Luther, The Small Catechism, Explanation to
the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed

Life and Death

“For who so ever would save his life shall lose it: and
who so ever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it.”
(Mat thew 16:25). 

LIFE and death are, be yond all com par i son, the
great est mys ter ies of life. 

I do not know which is the most enig matic. Here in
our pas sage for to day, we have the two mys ter ies wo ven
to gether: through death to life. 

When Je sus spoke of the mys tery of the new life, a
teacher of Is rael, the no ble and pi ous Nicodemus, was
star tled. 

But when Je sus said that the new birth was pos si ble
only through death, through the bloody death of the Mes -
siah, then even His fore most dis ci ple be came star tled and 

prayed God to de liver Him from such vain thoughts. 
But when Je sus said that all who would share His life

must die with Him, His fol low ers for sook Him, one af ter
the other. Only the twelve re mained. And not even they
un der stood what He meant. 

He who would lose his life shall find it. 
This has been Chris tian ity’s stum bling-block in all

coun tries and in all ages. Unto the Jews a stum -
bling-block and unto the Greeks fool ish ness. 

To think that a pi ous Is ra el ite must die and be born
again in or der to en ter the king dom of God into which he
had been cir cum cised and to ward which all his faith ful -
ness in ob serv ing the law had been di rected! To think that 
a pi ous youth must die and re ceive new life in or der to be -
come a Chris tian! 

Here many who would be Chris tians be come star tled
also. They think that we drive young peo ple away from
Christ by such state ments. 

How ever, the words of Je sus stand, now as they have
al ways stood:  Who so ever would save his life shall lose
it.  How ever, He also says: “Blessed is he, who so ever
shall find no oc ca sion of stum bling in me!”

It is God who puts to death. But I can with draw my -
self.  I have the power to save my own life, Je sus says.
But by so do ing I hurl my self into eter nal death. 

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby. 
© Copyright 1937 by Augsburg Publishing, 

used by permission.

Dark Times

There can be no doubt that we are liv ing through a
very dark time in his tory!  Ev ery where we look, we see
sin on a ram page, cel e brated, cor rup tion tol er ated, and
truth dis dained.  As dis ci ples of Je sus Christ, we are def i -
nitely called to be ‘light and salt’ and ‘faith ful’ in a
sin-dark ened world, to be Faith ful in the midst of such
dark ness.  We are called to be sol diers of the cross in this
sin blinded world!  We are to heed God’s Holy Word as
God’s very light to us.  (Psalm 18:28)

15

Are We Experiencing This In Real
Time Today?

“When it goeth well with the righteous, the city
rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting.  
By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it

is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.”   
(Proverbs 11:10-11)

Marv Jacobson
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A Never Ending Stream

Like a never-ending stream, the river of
atonement runs from one end of the Bible

to the other with increasing width and
depth.  Every page of sacred writing seems 

to be stained with the Royal Scarlet of
Jesus Blood. Just as the Bible breathes
with inspiration and pulsates with life

divine, it floods with atoning blood.  The
sacrificial death of Jesus Christ and His

work of redemption is without any shadow 
of doubt the central theme of the Word of

God.  

Dr. Tom Malone

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent
prayers.  It also con tains ten
very graphic pic tures of the hu -
man heart.  In side the heart, the
devil is vi su al ized and also
seven an i mals rep re sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted
to God, but how they can re-en ter the heart if a per -
son falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes
the fear ful death of the un godly, and an other shows
the blessed death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer -
ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a
large con gre ga tion, that the lights 
be came dim and he read with dif -
fi culty, and the in flu ence was so
great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and women
cried and screamed for mercy and even grabbed their
seats for fear they would slide into hell that very mo -
ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

Author Unknown

Translated by Edward C. Eid 


